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More Women Try Shootin

By CEARKE C. JONES

t was one of those great-to-be-alive winter mornings.

Warmed by early- coffee and an intermittent sun patting |
their backs, the shooters found the crisp air invigorating as. |

they began the walk fo their stations. The patfially frozen
rround crunched under their fect, while the Labrador retriev-
ers that followed looked like blond and black dragons exhaling
their warm breath into the cold air,

Asithe gunners approached theit pegs and slipped their
shotguns from gun cases, light conversations were replaced
with the adrenalin of anticipation. Shell bags were placed to
one side 50-as to not fangle the feet when the action began.

Leather-gloved hands opened breeches with a metallic click
to insert two shells into the barrels of side-by-sides and over-
and-under shotguns. The breeches smapped shut with: Finality.

Pocused, the shooters shouldered their guns, tlghtened
their grips and looked skyward. aiming at imaginary targets,
waiting,

A'homn blast announeed the start of the first drive: The

demeanor of every experienced retriever changed immediately. |

They too looked skyward in the direction birds had come from

before, anticipating theirjob of picking up pheasants to bring to |

the handlers.
The first few birds caught the new shooters off guard.
Pheasants are deceptively tast in flight and there is a'tendency

to shoot behind them, but then two gunners sharing a peg |

found their range and downed a high, difficult shot,

The lady who shot the first pheasant of the drive was con-
gratulated by‘her best friend sharving her peg. Then it was‘her
friend’s turn to shoot.

A high cock pheasant slipped past a gentleman on the sta-
tion 50 yérds f_c?};thei.r-.r_ight. He fired twice, hitting nothing. With
cool pr&cisi_eﬂ,'_'the’lady to his left brought the bird down.

The gentleman on the next peg over noticed, butk said noth-

ing.: His focus, however, was distracted, and he missed an easy
oV erhead shot.

Thlshappem at driven shoots more often than you might
think.

More Women Involved
If appears the number of women taking uparms and head-
ing to the shooting range or to the field 1s on the upsurge.
Brenda Potts is a media consultant for She Safari, an out=
door clothing manufacturer for women (see sidebar). She said
the National Sporting Goods Association’s statistics show 72
percent more women are hunting with firearms today than five
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Sﬂﬂd!‘pl\fmﬂﬂ! Ty Teft groes E f_izni)eﬂz Lanierahigh foe ot o pheasant shoot in
Felruary: The tioo Richmond women belong 10 GRITS, ‘wgrioup Lanier formed o
bring fogether wonien who enjoy shooting sports. (Photo: Frost)

years ago. She also: stated, “Surveys spanning 2001 ‘through
2005 show more than 3 million women now hunt and over 5
million women now enjoy shooting.”

But why are women more involved now?

“Shotgin sports are just another phase in the natural pro-
gression of ‘women wanting new challenges,” said one
Richmond woman. “When I'was growing up in the late 505,
my father and brothers went hunting and I stayed home doing



1allenge
g Sports

what young girls did then. Most girls [ grew up with wanted to

‘be considered feminine and, outside of being a cheerleader,

your feminine qualities werent on display as an athlete. Now

| it seems the teenage girls who are really well-rounded partici-

pate in some sport.”

Asmore and more women participate in roles of corporate
']eadership, the petty social nuances which/may have hindered
women from doing something only men did—such as shoot-
ing—have all but disappeared.

| A Fashily Activity

Women also have taken up shooting for the

. social aspect that it provides. A group. of
| woamern in the Richmond area who meet
| and sheot ona regular basis explained a

strong motivation for their participa-
ton in this new-found activity—

- family,

Sandy Nunnally said she got

i invelved because of her son, “He
. asked e to.go shooting with him
. and I said, ‘No way.' I was just
' not that interested in shooting a
' gun, Then I thought to. myself,

‘How matily activities are there

| where a mother can participate with
' her 2i-year-old son?" So I took a lesson
. and T was hooked!

“I would highly recommend taking a
lesson or two. [ was surprised how much fun.it
was to see those clay targets break,” Nunnally con-
tinued. “What Irea]ly love about this sport s having something
in common with my husband and son and the feeling of having
learned something that three years ago [ barely knew exist
ed.”

Some women have become inferested in shotgun sports

| because as their children leave home and as they find they have
| more dispesable income and more time, they and their hus-
. bands look for activities in which they can both participate.

‘Local artist Brenda Bickerstaff-Stanley said, “My husband
and l'shoot together as often as possible and enjoy shooting at

| the many places around Virginia.”

| GRITS Get Their Guns

One of the most enthusiastic supporters of women shooting






