
AJia't brieJ'hiattli to Kiua hb huntingprtrtTrcr
d rast, Luke is gld to be back hxting bnrlt and
shru'ing his lturtting rips antl uisdon uirh you.

\ u.c.rt hes bccrr d.filr.d lr rhc rrchicrc-
\-f rrr.rrr oF:rrr obj.crivc ol goll. At mtr5r nJ-
clitional southern dove shoots, sllcccss lnay
rnean bcing the {irst shooter to get 1'clur limit on
do\c\ ()r'lr;rvirrg tltlt ltc\v r(nic\(r l)rrp )ou
rvorked rvith all summer st:ry steadl'to shor and
then retrig'c dou'necl birds flarvlessll'.

-lle 
snrall, but cxclusive Ltntesonte Doue

Hunt Cltrb and [,itenry Sotle4,h:rs bcen doing a
Iittle fir-re-tuning on rvhat it takes to harc a suc-

ccssfirl clor.c hurrt. Like ttrcir fellorv solrrhcrn
brcthren, membcrs pride thcmselves on thcir
bircl-to-shot rarios and a goocl rctriever. Bur irs

thc rnembers of our little club have maturcd
(aged), the dcfinition ofa successfirl hunt has

cl'rangec1.

Lr the pasr, to be a successful dor.e sl-rooter

it rvm important to knorv a linle bir about tl-re

ficld rvhere you n,ere hunting. Dor.es seemed to
bc attr:rcted to power lincs and dead trces, so if
you got ro the dove ficld earll', you rvcre :rtrle tcr

secure a spor near onc ofthese rhirrgs. Tl-ris strat-
cgy neant that you rvoulcl haYe to arriYe at the
clor.e fielcl pcrhaps an hor-rr before shooting time
rvitb your dove stool, boxcs of sl-rells, plenry of
rvater, and a r,vell-trained dog like me, ar-rd sit in
blazing, 90-degree hcat-risking a bad sunburn
to yourselfar-rcl heat stroke to yorrr prip. Evenru-

all1., s.hen shooting tirne rollcd arour-rd, you had
consumccl all your rvatcr and neeclcd to excuse

yoursell to reduce some, ahem, intcrnal pres-

sLlre.

You rctunred, only to find some Johnny-
conrcJately had set hir-nself up a/nost on top of
your spot. If you ['erc nor hor enough by no\r.',

this impolite mAneu\rr by your: nov neighbor
increascs 1,our blood pressurc to the boiling
poinr, rvl-rich irclvcrscly affects ).oul shooting. To
make nrattcrs \,vorse! )rcur new ncighbor is an

exccllent shot lnd has no problem (or corr-

sciencc) polching 1'our birds and limiting out
rvirhin an houq rvhile 1'ou continuc to melt and

)'our dog lvhines bccause )'oll reluse to lct it re-

trieve the dou,ned birds.

You quicldy learn rvhcn 1.ou are a clove

hunrcr rhc onll' mellt worth cooking is thc dove

bre,rst, irncl 1'or-r rvill nccd a numbcr of them to
make it rvorthnhile to firc up rhc grill. The ave r-

age dove sl-rootcr rna1. shoot 3 to 4 doves grer box
ofshells, ancl rvhile dre facr thar you ger ro shoor

a lot is often one of thc re:rsor-rs people enjoy this

sport, rvhen 1'ou figure in the price ofa box of
ammunitior.r these days \.ersus the food you
bring horne lrorn a hunt, ).ou may be better off
buying Omahl steaks for your cllrirc clan.

Although lons on tradition ancl sornervhar

lor-rger in the tooth, it did not takc too nrany

dovc shoots for my hunting prrrne! Ol'Jones,
to figure out thar some changes should bc incor-
poratecl. In firct, its rvhy tltc Lrtrcsotne Douc

Hunt Chtb ntd Litemry Socie4, s;1, Fonnccl. Its

srna[ mcmbcrship corrsists olonly those cxperi-

enccd dovc shooters rvho have learned that tam-
pcrir-rg rvitl-r tradition can somcrimcs have its
advar-rtages.

Onc of the Ilrsr things the membcrs do
upon arrival is find rhe r-nost abundant shade. It
is therc they rvill park their c,rrs :rnd placc their
lour-rge chairs. They harc lcamcd that yolr can-
not carry on a good conr.crsation with your bcst

fi'iencls l-r1'1.elling across sornc ficld. ,A.r'rival timc
to thc dor,'e shoot also h:rs becone sontovhar
Hcxihle. Whclc ir \\'J\ oncc impon.rnr ro rrrive
cadv to get a goocl spot, rve know rhe perfect s1::ot

is closc to nhere 1.otr park vour car. Some may

arguc that stationing l.ourself nexr to vorr[ caf

r.vill spook rhc dor.es. Nonsense. It is thc corr-

stant yelling to somc of our hard-olt-hcaring

members that spooks dovcs. Bcsiclcs, carrying a

shotgun, shells, ar-rcl a strainirrg rctriever at thc
end oFa leash For 200 yirrcls ovcr unc',.en ground
can be exhausting. We go dove hunting for the

shootir-rg-not the aerobics! So settirrg up about
10 yarcls lrom your carr mcans just about every-

tl-ring you nced stays in the car until it is r-reeded.

Realiz-ing thrlt you nlay not have tl-re best

shootirrg spot ancl your sl-rooting may bc limir-
ed, club rnembcrs irave found it is a good idea to
bring a book to read ancl lcavc the dog at home.

It is really too hot for l dog to be running
around anyrvay! Some olcler rnc.mbers have dis-
covered that aftcr reading a good book, their
eyes may bc a little tired and they would enjoy a

short rrap. To show respect for thesc members,

other rnembers have cleciclcd to lorgo loading
their shotgun shells-so i-rs to nor be temptecl to
fire their shotguns and risk arvakening dozing

hunters. Other, more radical mcmbers have

taken the stcp of leaving thcir shotgur-r ancl shells

in thc car. After irll, r,vhy carry additional bag-

gage ur-rr-recessarily?

Instead ofgoing ro rhc expense ofplanting
sunflor,vers or other game mix to attract dor,.es to
the field, only to find thar a summer sronn na)'
have diverted thcsc migrating birds or-r their lr,ay

south, the members rnerely bush hog a fielcl. If
tl-re doves happcrl to shor,v up-fine. But it is just

as rvell if they don't. A gur.r tl.rat is shot rvill have

to be cleanecl, :rnd for thirt matter, an1' d6yg thxl
your so-callecl "trair-recl" retricver has brought to

1'ou will have to bc plucked and clcar.redl

The best clovc sl-roots havc relreshments af-
tenvards, ancl lrcre is rvherc the Lorrcsorue Doue

Hunt Club and Litemry Saclr4, shins5. 4, fir..
o'clock, the chet-Mrs. Ol' Joncs-arrives r,vith

a feast to satisfiz the gods. There is smoked
salmon, some typt: of bruschetta, thrcc types of
cheescs with an assortment of cracl<ers, Italian
peppcrs, homemacle Italian rneatballs and spicy

salls:rges that hirvc been slorv-cooked for 6 to B

hours, homemade rolls, and homemacle co-

conut pic-arrd er-rough aged liquid to calm the
ncn'cs and:rssist rhc digestive systcn'r.

This rype of dove shoot l-ras been r.net with
such great :rpproval by its mcmbers that at the
clubs last nlecting it rvas voted that shooting

time for this ycar's event should be pushed back

to 4:30 in thc afternoon. It was also suggestccl

that perhaps it r.vould be best ro lcave the shot-

gurrs and shells lt home. Bur cooicr hcads pre-
vailcd rvhen 01'Jones poir-rted our that ir r,voulcl

be arvfully tough to explairr to each memberi
alphir Ferralc thar the1. lvere going on a dove

shoor with neither shotgun nor shellsl!
Keep a leg up,

Lukc

Yr)tI tttIt Luttr,tu Lrrkr nttrI l,ttnrittgltnittt(t Clnil'(
C. Jones at www.thrkacjoncs.con.
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