
THE EXPEDITION 

Well it‟s 10 o‟clock on a March night and the winter 

wind is throwing freezing rain and sleet pellets 

against the windows making me glad we have a  

crackling fire going.  Ol‟ Jones had split a good supply 

of hickory and the fire is producing dancing shadows 

on the wall.  I watch them and notice ol‟ Jones lying 

on the sofa.  He is just about done for the night as 

Haveliah Babcock‟s book, “Tales of Quails‟N Such” 

has fallen on the floor and he is making a sleepy little 

THE FIRST WORD... 

Issue 8 
March 25, 2008  

LUKE‟S FUN TIME 
 

I overheard ol‟ Jones talking to his buddy Robbie Anderson, a superintendent for 

Century Construction, www.centuryconstruction.com   that they would be going to a 

place where there were sure to be some overheated canines.  I‟m thinking, “Now 

we‟re talking!”  Nothing like running with those two big dogs to see how it‟s done.  

 

 Unfortunately some words just don‟t mean the same where a pup is concerned.  We 

pulled into an Exxon station and went to a place called Joey‟s Hot Dogs located on 

Ridgefield Parkway www.joeyshotdogs.com .  Here is a picture of Joey with Clarke .  

Next time I‟ll get the details. 

 

Keep a leg up, 

Luke 
 

Dear Clarke, 

 

In your newsletter the Expedition, you have mentioned the term skeet and sporting 

clays, are they not the same thing? 

 

Terry J.   

Midlothian, VA  
 
Dear Terry,   

 

Although both skeet and sporting clays use the same clay disc that you try to break using a 
shotgun that is where the similarity ends.  Skeet is a game that consists of 7 stations in a 

semi-circle with and a ñhighò house at the left end of the semi-circle and a ñlowò house at 

the right end.  There is an 8th station situated directly between the two houses where the 

clay targets are discharged.  There will be 25 shots taken in a round of skeet.  Sporting 
clays has been described as ñgolf with a shotgunò. 

You actually walk or ride the course and you have usually 10 or more stations.  It is a 

game designed to test a shooters skill in simulated hunting situations. In sporting clays you 
may shoot 50 to 100 shots depending on your choice or the course layout. Sporting clays 

also offers the options at some courses to have smaller sized clay discs which can make 

the shooting more challenging.  They even have discs designed to run along the ground to 
simulate rabbit hunting.   Every skeet game (unless you want to differentiate between 

Olympic or International vs. American) is the same.  In sporting clays, each course is  

different and like a golf course presents different challenges.  Other shooting sports using 

a shotgun and clay discs are trap, Five-Stand, and Helice.  
 

Go well,  

Clarke   
 

Dear Clarke,  

 

 I am 15 and a girl. My father likes to shoot clays and bird hunt.  He has asked me 

and my younger sister to go with him but we arenôt sure if we would like to do it.  Is 

there a place we can go learn?  Also some of my friends think shooting is un-cool.   

 

Kristy M.   

Bon Air, VA  

 
Dear Kristy,   

 

You would be surprised by the number of letters I get about women wanting to learn to 

shoot.  In fact, I just got another email from another lady shooter telling me that a survey 
from the National Shooting Sports Foundation states participation among teenage girls in 

the Scholastic Clay Target Shooting Program has risen over 178%.  So it seems your 

friends may be un-cool.  You live in the Richmond area, so my suggestion is you contact 
Mrs. Elizabeth Lanier at 804 457 9414.  She is a certified Level One Shooting Instructor.  

I think you will really like Elizabeth.  She is very excited about teaching shooting to  

anyone new to the sport and makes learning fun.  If you or any of your friends want to 
learn a group of you should get with Mrs. Lanier. 

 

Go well, 

Clarke 
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puffing noise like a child‟s toy train.  It‟s my job now to take care of the house and 

keep the demons away from ol‟ Jones.   

You know not all dogs are as lucky as me, in fact some have a pretty tough time of it.  

Just like romances that start off with hope and happiness, sometimes the  

relationship between dog and human just doesn‟t work out.  Unfortunately, people 

sometimes treat each other like a novelty and when the novelty wears off, they want 

to find another one.  Dogs are no different from people. All they need is someone to 

pay them a little attention and be shown they are loved once and awhile.  Seldom, if 

ever, a good dog is going to leave your side.  If you are looking for something to fill a 

spot in your heart or close an open wound your memory can‟t forget, try one of your 

local dog rescue shelters or SPCA for the cure for what ails you.   

Ol‟ Jones is tossing in his sleep, I better go over and put my head on his chest and 

let him know everything is all right.  

 

Keep a leg up, 

Luke 

As I sit hear re-reading a favorite Babcock book, hopefully what is the last winter storm 
is trying to tear the shingles off the roof.  Luke is stretched out by the fire dreaming dog 

dreams and running in his sleep.  As I watch him I canôt help but think how the timing of 

a dogôs life is so short compared to ours.   

 
Being owned by a dog is a great responsibility.   They regulate you to the Alpha dog, 

meaning you are the leader, and it is your job to make sure there is food and protection 

for the pack.  On those rainy cold nights when your pup needs to excuse itself, you think 
maybe there ought to be a change in leadership at the next board meeting.   

 

The rewards of dog ownership I have found however, far outweigh the interruptions or 
headaches you experience, and there are people in your neighborhood who are willing to 

make more sacrifices of their time than just a late night potty break.  Those who have 

made it their mission to rescue dogs have my greatest admiration.   

 
If you are looking for dog to become part of your life and donôt require a high-powered 

pooch with a papered lineage or are looking for an older house broken companion you 

should check into an organization such as a dog rescue service. 
 

Luke is woofing in his sleep and I donôt know if he is dreaming of chasing something or 

something is chasing him.  Iôd better go over and let him know everything is ok. 
 

Go well, 

Clarke 
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OFF THE LEASH  
 

Dear Luke,  

 

As daylight increases I plan to work on my labõs training after dinner. It also 

should be cooler and easier for him.  What do you think?  

 

Kim F.  

Sanford, NC  

 

Dear Kim,   

 

After whose dinner?  Unfortunately we labs do not have the daintiest eating habits 

and tend to wolf our food.  Therefore it is important you wait a while to give us time 

to digest it.  Consistent feeding times are always recommended so you may want to 

switch your feeding in the evening to a time after the training instead of before.  

Thanks for the thought about the cooler temperatures.  It can get pretty hot in the 

Raleigh area. 

 

Keep a leg up, 

Luke 

 

Dear Luke,  

 

Iõm single and dating quite regularly but I own two labs that go with me in the 

car as often as I can take them out.  My problem is there is distinct dog order 

in the car that the ladies fine offensive.  How do I get rid of the lab odor?  

 

Rex H.   

Augusta, GA  

 

Dear Rex,   

 

I beg your pardon!  If you had an olfactory system that worked as well as a dog‟s 

you would realize what smells we have to put up with when you get in the car;  

especially after  a beer and chili night with the boys.  To remove an odor from your 

car try what works when you are removing odors from your refrigerator.  I‟ve seen 

ol‟ Jones use baking soda and or vinegar in his fridge and if those two products will 

work on smells emoting from that frigid cabinet of antique food and diary products, 

it will certainly take care of any fragrances you may detect from a couple of sweet 

labs. 

 

Keep a leg up, 

Luke 

 

Dear Luke,  

 

I have sent my retriever to a trainer and he seems to do well in marking down 

training dummies in an open field but in heavy cover or high grass has a  

problem finding birds I have shot.  Some of these birds I have hit hard and 

shouldnõt be more than 40 yards away.  What is his problem? 

 

Kevin S.   

New Haven, Conn.  

 

Dear Kevin,   

 

Let me get this straight.   You stand about 6 feet tall and your dog is standing a  

little over 18” off the ground.  You both are in 12 to 20 inches of grass and YOU see 

the bird go down.  YOU know the bird is dead and YOU send your dog.  Now it is up 

to the dog to find what YOU shot.  First of all if I had a dollar for every bird ol‟ 

Jones had shot and KNEW was dead, I wouldn‟t be sitting here trying to type this 

frustrating newsletter without opposable thumbs.  Many a pheasant or duck may 

look like they have become destined for the pot but are still very much alive.  In 

heavy cover YOU only know where YOU last saw the bird and so for all intensive 

purposes YOU have now lost the bird and it is your dog‟s job to find it.  Not all dogs 

have great noses but those that do will find it.  A lot of times a “dead” bird has a 

way of becoming undead and they don‟t stick around waiting for your dog to show up.  

If YOU have a young dog it may not have figured out all the tricks to this retrieving 

business.  Next time you go hunting with your dog try hunting on your knees for a 

while to get the dog‟s perspective of what he sees when the bird goes down or  

better yet hunt with him on your shoulders so he and YOU can see the same thing.  

Let me know how that works for YOU.  

 

Keep a leg up, 

Luke 

It was a warm day and ol‟ Jones thought he could wait another week before cutting 

his grass so he took me to the beach for the day.  On the way back we stopped at 

Bubba‟s on Shore Drive www.bubbasmarina-seafood.com and ran into John Crooks, 

skipper of the 44 ft dead rise, Russell.  

 

The Chesapeake Bay “deadrise”, a wooden boat with a sharp bow, tiny cabin, a long 

cockpit, and a rounded stern, is the official Virginia state boat.  “It‟s shallow draft 

makes it ideal for working the oyster and crab shallows of the bay.”  John was kind 

enough to tell him about the operation of this boat built before ol „Jones was born.  

Captain Crooks also told him to look for increases in seafood and charter boat prices 

because of increased fuel cost.   

 

Afterwards ol‟ Jones went over to Bubba‟s for an adult beverage and large amount of 

raw oysters because as he put it, the Russell wasn‟t the only old thing in operation.  

Turns out he was unduly optimistic.  

Here‟s a shot of ol‟ Jones getting ready  

to send me into the Chesapeake Bay to retrieve a dummy.   

Hope he‟s checked for sharks!  
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!!! Chocoholics Unite !!! 

SPECIAL OFFER FROM KATHLEENS FUDGE 
 

KATHLEENôS FUDGE  www.kathleensfudge.com is offering a special for subscribers of this 

newsletter only! During the month of April, you can order a pound of fudge and get ½ pound free!  
This offer is only good for  the readers of The Expedition.  Take this coupon to her store in  

Midlothian, or use the code ñKWCJò  to order from her website.  

No foolinô!  

Headed out to the Memphis area of Tennessee for business or vacation?   

Take a drive to Grand Junction and visit The Bird Dog Foundation, 

www.birddogfoundation.com   which houses the National Bird Dog Museum, the Field 

Trial Hall of Fame and the Wildlife Heritage Center.  The exhibits, art and sporting 

dog library are all free for the public‟s enjoyment 6 days a week Tuesday-Sunday. 

You may have noticed over the past several years shooting has gotten a lot prettier.   

More and more women are participating in shotgun sports in both the field and the shooting range.  

Even the C.C. Filson Co. www.filson.com has noticed.  Long thought to be a manufacturer of  

quality and durable clothing and accessories for men, they have, after 110 years of being in  

business, come out with an outdoor clothing line for women.  These times, they are a changing.   

Look for an upcoming article about women shooting in Virginia Wildlife Magazine. 

There is a new entry to the shooting preserve A-List this year.   

When you have a chance visit the web site www.blandfieldplantation.com 
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The Germans Are Coming! 

 

Be on the lookout for an upcoming  

article by Clarke C. Jones in Virginia 

Sportsman Magazine, 

www.vasportsman.com  

on German Shorthaired Pointers.  

Want to improve the environment and your idle property at the same time?   

Check out www.dof.virginia.gov  which is Virginiaôs Dept of Forestryôs web site.  

See about obtaining seedlings and other plants to improve both your land and the air we breathe.  

Never knew of a dog who thought there were enough trees. 
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